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CONFIDENTIAL

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

INFORMATION REPORT

REPORT NO

COUNTRY Ching

sLAJICT Snortage of Construction Materials ond lMetal Products RESPONSIVE TO
1 | 2

IR

CO nO.
00/C MO,

E]-_ACE ACQUIRED - - - - ‘
0RR KO, |
DAS NO. i
I.L&LMLLREID

oci NO.
DATE (oF INFO.)

" DATE DISTR.Q3 Septemter 53

o C o T T COMTAINS TRTORMATION AfILCTING THE MATIONAL ZUFEAST NO. OF PAGES 2
OF TMEC UNITEO STATCS. @i Tnin Tul MEAMING UF TITLE Ve 07 11Cny 18]
A3 784, OF TWE U.5. €ODL AT AMEAOTO. 173 TANSMIBSiOn Om RLVE. NO. OF ENCLS.
LATION OF TS CONTENTS 72 A rTEAPT BY AN UNAUTHO®RLZID PER3CN 13
o
* SUPP. TO
THiS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION REPORT NO.

Thile Lecimical know-now was not Tacking,
Because of the large numoers oL oo7Titv en-ineers and foremen in northwestern
China, construction materials, especially ne tals, were pitifully short. Hence,
in the construction of the much publicized ‘fienshui -Lanchow Rzilroad, lots of the
c1ld and scrapped tracks from other reilroad lines had to be used and a drive for
scrapped iron was launched in all pexrts of the country.

5. _According to o copy of the Centon Southern Daily (Nan Fang Jih Pao)m
L that during the month of June P

it was reported
T In Kangtung Province, the drive for copper and iron scrap
For 1,200 catties of fertilizer, the Communists had obtained:

in Tunp-Chuan distric
was very successful.

a. over 100 catties of copperxr
L over 500 catties of iron
1,100 catties of old iron kettles.

over

peen elmost impossible for

} . In the city of Canton, ever since April 1953, it has
etc.

tie cormon peorle to buy such items os sheet metal, metal wire, tin wares,
“han such items ore avallable in the tlack market, the price is prohibitive. To
Jis~ourage the use of metal building materials the city government has issued
practically no permits in the iast thres months for reinforced concrete buildings.

ing the main city of Can-

- suorles on HHonam Island, fac
Industry of the Peorle's

In -July 1953, twenty-six ¥
the Ministry of Light

ten, were confiscated b ordsyr ol
b4
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| H
Central Government, on the reconnnendz“a.tion of Vice-Minister Wang Tao-han during
his inspection tour of Canton. These 26 factories, which manufactured metal tools
and tin cana, had been closed for sometime before their confiscation. Though the

wremises vere occupled by the poiicel, there were no signs of resumption of
|the installations were crated and

activity. |
sent north on the Canton~Hankow Rallroad.
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